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The death of one patient with secondary purulent bronchopneumonia has led the
authors to recommend prophylactic treatment with sulfonamides and penicillin.
Many and important changes have been introduced in the field of influenza during
the past 5 years, and it is therefore unfortunate that the authors were compelled
to defer publication for so long a period. -M. TAGER
SCIENCE SINCE 1500. By H. T. Pledge. Philosophical Library, New
York, 1947. 329 pp.
Within the scope of slightly more than 300 pages the author has succeeded
in bringing together in a fascinating manner the story of mathematics, physics,
chemistry, and biology during that period when such phenomenal advances were
being made. A reading of the text leaves one with two dominant ideas. First,
it is made clear that the so-called independence of a field of science is largely
that conferred upon it by the catalog-maker, and has little to support it in
historical perspective. Interdependence has been the dominant characteristic
and has been responsible for many of the great steps forward. One wonders what
physiology, for example, would now be had not mathematics, again for example,
taken those forward steps which we assume as a matter of course.
The second point that derives from reading the book is a realization of the
amazing fact that a man can, and too often does, work a lifetime within a
limited field of science only to find himself with scanty knowledge of the currents
which have merged to make up the theoretical and factual background of his
science. Of the major currents and of the men who directed them he is, of
course, aware. But of the many lesser men responsible for so many lesser facts
in themselves, but facts which in the aggregate were frequendy essential for
the greatness of the great, no information is available. -GEO. H. SMITH
BIOCHEMISTRY OF CANCER. By Jesse P. Greenstein. Academic
Press, Inc., New York, 1947. viii + 389 pp. $7.80.
It is becoming more and more evident that if we are to achieve a clearer
understanding of the mechanism of the cancer process, a greater knowledge of
the physics and chemistry of cells and tissues is essential. The author of this
book has mustered an enormous number of facts from the extensive literature
on this subject. A little less than half of this volume is devoted to the classification
of tumors and to a discussion of their induction as influenced by intrinsic and ex-
trinsic factors. The remaining portion considers the chemistry of tumors, and
of tumor-bearing animals. it is to this section that the title of the book is
applicable.
In evaluating studies on the properties of cancer, it is most essential as
the author points out,that the investigator be dealingwith truemalignant growths.
If the tumor in question does not conform to the criteria of cancer, information
regarding its biochemistry may mislead us in our efforts to comprehend the
cancer process. Ihe effects that distant growths may have on certain organ
enzyme systems seem to be a much more reliable index of the true effect of aBOOK REVIEWS 1037
tumor on the host's biochemistry than is a study of the enzymes of the organ
possessing the neoplasm. It would be most important to control these experi-
ments with observations on animals with various non-neoplastic lesions. While
the chemical alterations discussed in this present volume undoubtedly represent
important changes in cell metabolism, they still remain, in the majority of cases,
isolated facts, the mechanism of their initiation being unknown. In this connec-
tion it is peculiar that more work has not been done on the biochemistry of
cancers of known etiology. In such tumors it might be easier to relate these
changes to the presence of some causative agent, such as a virus. While this
material would not necessarily aid one in learning how these alterations fit into
carcinogenesis, it might give an inkling as to how these changes are brought
about.
There is no question but that this book stimulates thought and imagination,
and presents much material which suggests problems for further investigation.
These points plus the excellent bibliography make this volume a valuable
contribution to oncology. -E. W. SHRIGLEY
A HISTORY OF SCIENTIFIC ENGLISH. By Edmund Andrews. R. R.
Smith, New York, 1947. ix + 320 pp. $7.50.
A writer of textbooks must surely be aware of the fact that by some mis-
chance his cherished text will finally reach the hands of some person wholly
unfamilar with the subject matter and who feels, none the less, that some com-
ment must be made. Undertaking to read a few pages of this book convinced
the present reader that none of it was to be skipped. Furthermore, it became
obvious that most if not all of the current jargon which makes up Medical
writing can claim but a very uncertain ancestry. This text describes the deriva-
tion of many words whose history has been neglected. It is really a fascinating
story and shows great erudition on the part of the author, nevertheless one
becomes somewhat surprised to read "The parotid gland (para, beside, and
otidos, ear) was a common sight of terminal infection in the epidemics of the
Middle Ages, and for that reason the word came to mean an abscess." Or perhaps
this is correct after all. -GEO. H. SMITH